THE CASTLE

Rivoli Castle is an imposing Baroque
building set in a commanding position at
the entrance to the Susa valley.
It was built as part of an ambitious
project commissioned by Vittorio
Amedeo Il of Savoy and began in 1718

by the architect Filippo Juvarra. :
The next Savoy King Vittorio Amedeo
III ordered the architect Carlo Randoni
to carry out further work on the castle at
the end of 18th century, but these plans
were thwarted by the invasion of
Napoleon’s army. The Castle itself dates
back to a much earlier period and
became the property of the Savoy family
after 1280. Although it retained a
fundamentally military and defensive
role, it was often used for important
ceremonial purposes. It was transformed
into a royal residence under Emanuele
Filiberto of Savoy after 1559 and was to
retain that function in the years to come.
In 1883, the Savoy family sold it to the
municipal authovities of Rivoli for
100,000 live. Throughout the 19th
century the Castle was used as a military
headguarters whilst in our own century
there were sporadic and half-hearted
attempts to put it to quite unsuitable use,
a process that seriously impaired its

original decor. Finally, in 1961 the
authorities began to tackle the problem of
its restoration as a valuable bistorical
and artistic monument and to consider
how it could best be utilised. In 1979, the
Regional Government of Piedmont |
comumissioned the architect Andrea
Bruno to undertake the restoration of

the Castle, which opened as a Museum of -

Contemnporary Art in 1984.

THE MUSEUM

The Castle’s galleries are distributed ’
over three floors and vary considerably in
charactey. Some vetain their 18th
century decor; others bave been stripped
of everything but their basic
architectural structure. The unique
character of individual galleries creates
an ideal backdrop for the installation of
contemnporary works of art, which span
the period from 1945 to the present day.
The highly individual features of the
various galleries complement the
extreme diversity of the works on display,
which cover an extensive and
unpredictable array of artistic idiom and
intent. European and American artists
are represented by works that were either
created for specific galleries in the Castle

or created in the studio for installation in
the Museum. The Museum’s thirty-
eight gallevies amount to a total area of
6,000 square metves. The permanent
collection is boused on the first floor of the
Castle’s, with the second and third floors
reserved for temporary exhibitions.

LA MANICA LUNGA
The Gallery known as La Manica Lunga .
(The Long Sleeve) - due to its unusual
dimensions and proportions was built in the
mid 17th century to house the collection of
paintings conmissioned and owned by Prince
Carlo Emanuele I At the present it bas been
restored to its former glory after suffering
substantial damage amidst the turmoil of
war and dwring the course of alterations
carvied out after the Castle was abandoned by
the Savoy family. In its current state, it offers
extraordinary possibilities as an exhibition
space. As an integral part of the Museum,
the Maniga Lunga will provide a site for
temporary exhibitions and other cultural
activities.
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Stage Curtain

The exhibition presents a selection of stage

curtains, sketches and drawings produced for
the theatre by Giacomo Balla, Giorgio de
Chirico, Alberto Savinio, Pablo Picasso, Giulio
Paolini and Enzo Cucchi. The exhibition
itinerary includes a stage curtain created by
Pablo Picasso for Le Quatorze Fuillet by Roman
Rolland in 1936, a reconstruction of Balla’s Fen
d’artific, a back-drop produced by Paolini for
the Castle theatre and Cucchi’s stage curtain
for La Fenice theatre in Senigallia.

21 February - 25 May 1997

Catalogue by Charra

On Kawara -

In conjunction with the Nouveau Musée in
Villeurbanne, the Museum presents for the
first time in Italy a retrospective exhibition on
the Japanese artist On Kawara, with works
dating from 1964 to the present day. Kawara’s
highly individual work plays on concepts of
time and space to exhamine our sense of
fleeting or lasting aspects of existence. The
artist’s work involves procedures such as the
sending of telegrams or post cards, or the
display of dates painted on canvas.

21 February - 20 April 1997

Andy Warhol

Paintings for children

On the occasion of the Biennale Giovani Artisti
dell'Europa e del Mediterraneo.

The Education Department has organised an
exhibition of selected works dating from 1983,
which Warhol produced expressly for children.
These small canvases depictanimals and
clowns in different colour variations. They are
hung at the level of a child’s eye on wallpaper
decorated with fish in different colours.

21 February - 25 May 1997
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Castello di Rivoli

Piazza del Castello, 10098 Rivoli (Torino)
tel. 011.9581547
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